
To: Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
 
 
I’m concerned that PEG (Public, Educational, Governmental) channels like 
Oceanside Community Television (KOCT) will be harmed by pending 
legislation in the House and Senate. It is also my understanding that the 
FCC is reconsidering its rulemaking on local franchises (05-311). I would like 
to share with you why I believe  local franchises benefit local communities by 
sharing the success story that is KOCT—a community and government 
access channels that has served our Oceanside, California community since 
1984.  
 
Although Oceanside is the 3rd largest city in San Diego County it receives 
scant coverage by the many commercial television stations in our area. 
Fortunately KOCT has provided thousands of programs for, by and about our 
community over the past 22 years. For example just this week we are 
replaying a program called Living Legacies about an Oceanside community 
leader who just passed away. Because of KOCT his story of inspiring service 
to our community is preserved for future generations. Next week teenagers 
from our local high school will learn to operate television equipment to 
prepare for the production of two programs about our two high schools. 
Tomorrow we will air the County Board of Supervisors meeting, the 
California Legislature and our own local City council meeting. And if it were 
not for KOCT, and the local franchising authority that made KOCT possible, 
NONE of this programming would be available in our community. 
 
PEG channels like KOCT reflect the diversity of our community. The faith 
community can air their church services in multiple languages on KOCT and 
events like Cinco de Mayo, Juneteenth and Samoan Festivals reflect our 
multi-ethnic community and help to build understanding. This fall KOCT 
will provide the ONLY programming on the dial featuring candidates for 
local offices.  We are the only media outlet that provides candidates for 
elected office the avenue to reach the public unfiltered. 
 
We welcome the opportunity to air our programming on the channels that the 
telephone companies would like to provide but if they wish to provide video 
services they should have to provide the same level of support that the cable 
TV companies provide. For like the cable companies they are using the public 
right of ways to conduct private business and it is only fair that they provide 
PEG channel space and ‘rent’ to local governments for the privilege. 
 
We provide two channels of locally produced programming 24/7. Citizens use 
it to post important community event information, appear on shows to inform 
and educate our community about non-profits activities, needs and events 



and to see events as diverse as high school sports and local city council 
meetings. NONE of this would be possible without the funding provided by 
the local franchising authority and the requirements for carrying a few non-
profit PEG channels amidst the hundreds of commercial channels. 
 
Please strengthen what is working and do not allow any private company be 
it phone or cable to shirk their responsibility to assist in the support of local 
resources like KOCT. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
 
Tom Reeser 
Executive Director  
Oceanside Community Television (KOCT) 
A-not-for-profit Corporation 
3038 Industry Street, Suite 101, 
Oceanside, CA 92054 
760-722-4433 
treeser@koct.org 


